Strategic Commissioning For Culture, Health and Wellbeing

A Market Development Seminar for Devon
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Case study – CEDA (Creative Equality Disability Arts) and the ‘My World’ project.
Where

Weekly photographic and creative writing workshops took place at CEDA’s Exeter base and in the community and countryside areas surrounding the city.

Online social media element involving more disabled people virtually.

Why

CEDA is commissioned through Service Level Agreements with Joint Agency Services (eg Social Services) from across Devon to provide creative activities within a social care environment and enabling in the community.  The ‘My World’ project’s aim was to create the opportunity for disabled people to inform others in the community of their view of the world – literal and emotional - in their day to day life.  Additionally, the social networking element was designed to reduce isolation through shared experiences and increased communication skills.

Over 60 disabled participants worked with a professional photographer and creative writer for a 6 month period in day long or half day sessions.  Participants covered:  
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Introduction to digital photography

Portrait Photography

Abstract Photography

Using camera phones

                                                                                 
Life Writing

Personal Diaries

Haikus and poems

Slogans and messages

 

Staying safe using social networking

Photo sharing online

The benefits of social media

Protecting your creative work online 

The resulting exhibition has been shown within the foyer at Exeter Civic Centre from October 2011 to present, and was officially opened by The Lord Mayor at Exeter Guildhall.  A catalogue is available.
How
The project cost approximately £35,000 including artists’ fees, materials, transport and staff/enablers.  This was met through a mix of Service Level Agreement, Direct Payments plus a percentage of CEDA’s G4A grant.  From April 2012 CEDA will become an NPO receiving Arts Council England funding for 3 years.
For more information www.cedaonline.org.uk
